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riding back to Clouds Hill when he came on two errand boys,
riding pedal cycles in a dip in the road. He swerved violently to
avoid them, lost control, was thrown over his handlebars and
received severe injuries to the brain. His physical vitality was so
great that he lay unconscious for nearly five days before he died
of congestion of the lungs and heart failure.
The evidence at the inquest revealed a curious contradiction.
Corporal Catchpole of the R.A.O.C. who was standing about
100 yards from the road, near Clouds Hill, saw Lawrence on his
motor-cycle, travelling at about fifty or sixty miles an hour, pass
a black private car, going in the opposite direction, just before
he heard the crash. The two boys, whose evidence about times
was confused, had no memory of a car passing them.
Mr. Cairns, the brain surgeon, stated that had Lawrence
lived he would have lost his memory, been paralysed and unable
to speak.
Lawrence was buried at Moreton Church on May 2,1 st.
His bust by Eric Kennington has been placed in the Crypt of
St. Paul's Cathedral, and his cottage at Clouds Hill now belongs
to the National Trust and is shown to visitors.]